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ELI Discovery Tools
Learning Space Survey: 
Getting the Student Perspective
What the Tool Does

The EDUCAUSE Learning Initiative (ELI) Student Input on Learning Spaces Tool gives colleges and universities a way to get structured and creative student input when planning and designing learning spaces. ELI stresses the importance of student involvement as one type of input into space design. This tool will allow you to see the campus from your students’ perspective. 

This tool is based on a protocol developed by Dr. Andrew Milne, CEO of Tidebreak Inc. (www.tidebreak.com), patterned on need-finding techniques practiced at Stanford University’s Institute of Design. 
Getting Photographs
Assemble a group of student volunteers. You may want students who represent different ages, class standing, gender, and majors as well as those who live on- and off-campus.

· Give each student a 24-exposure disposable camera.
· Give each student the Learning Space Survey (attached).
· Ask each student to take pictures of each of the locations described on the Learning Space Survey sheet. Encourage students to complete the descriptive information requested.

· Ask each student to take pictures of each of the locations described on the Learning Space Survey sheet. Encourage students to complete the descriptive information requested.

· When finished, the students turn in the film and Learning Space Survey to the project organizers.

Interpreting the Results

· Develop a coding system that ensures a match between each camera and its Learning Space Survey.

· Develop the film, placing the images on either a disk or a CD.

· Using visual tagging software (such as Flickr), enter the images along with tags that note both the Learning Location as well as the characteristics of the student who took the picture (e.g., freshman vs. senior).

· Review the images, using the tags for sorting. For instance, if you want to see the least favorite space on campus for freshmen, you can sort the images for least favorite place by class standing. The same process can be used for comparisons (e.g., comparing least favorite places for freshmen and seniors).
The EDUCAUSE Learning Initiative’s Discovery Tools series provides innovative ways for members to gather information about their campuses. Each tool has been pretested and made as user-friendly as possible. ELI tools are proprietary and intended for use only by ELI members. ELI requests member feedback on tool use and value. Please e-mail your comments to eli@educause.edu.
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